fun 7 7 


CONTROL APPROVAL SYMBOL 
SPMCS - 85 


WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 


CURRENT DISEASE AND HOSPITALIZATION DATA FOR THE ARMY 
IN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 


WEEK ENDING 18 DECEMBER 1943 


DISEASE KKK INJURY Bee 


Q, REVISED | NOV. 1943 
ARMY SERVICE FORCES, OFFICE OF THE SURGEON GENERAL ; 
CONFIDENTIAL MEDICAL STATISTICS DIVISION, HEALTH REPORTS BRANCH 


THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS 
INFORMATION AFFECTING THE 
NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE 
UNITED STATES WITHIN THE 
MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE 


ACT, 50U.S.C.,31 AND 32, AS 
AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION 
OR THE REVELATION OF ITS 
CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER 
TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON 
IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.......... 


Volume ITI — Report No. 51 


WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT 


Week Ending 18 December 193 CLASSIFICATION CANCELLED 
by authority of 
THE SURGEON GENERAL 


CONTENTS 
DATE . coceoens 


Historical Division 
meee. OF te DATA on ke: 0s @ :8 


e 6 ae e es e e e 8 e 8 e e e e e ® e e e 2 


CHART SHOWING TREND OF MORBIDITY IN CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES - 
IN 1942 AND 1943 TO DATE e e e e 6 6 e e o e e e e e ® 


e .° ® ® ® ® ® 3 


CHART SHOWING VARIATIONS IN MORBIDITY BY SERVICE COMMANDS 
IN 1943 TO DATE e e ® e e e e e 


COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS e e e e e ® Se e ® e e So e e e ® e 
SUMMARY FOR TOTAL UNITED STATES AND THE SERVICE COMMANDS . 2. « « «© « « 6 


CURRENT WEEK’S MORBIDITY AND HOSPITALIZATION DATA FOR INDIVIDUAL STATIONS 
(OTHER THAN GENERAL HOSPITALS ) HAVING A STRENGTH OF 5000 OR OVER. . 8 


LIST OF STATIONS WITH HIGHEST RATES 6 ® oe e e e e e e e e cc) e e e e e e 24 
CURRENT WEEKS DATA FOR GENERAL HOSPITALS ) e e e e e e e e e e e ® 
LIST. OF CASES OF DISEASES WHICH ARE OF SPECIAL INTEREST. . ». 6:0 «6 0 


FOUR WEEK’S MORBIDITY DATA FOR INDIVIDUAL STATIONS COTHER 
THAN GENERAL HOSPITALS) HAVING A STRENGTH OF 1000 OR OVER ~- » e« e 30 


WEEKLY HEALTH REPORT oe 
NATURE OF THE DATA 


The data presented here are taken from the Statistical Reports, Forms 6&6ab, rendered weekly to the Office of The Surgeon General 
by every hospital and separate dispensary in the continental United States. 

Because of the desirability of placing the information in circulation at the earliest possible time following its receipt, 
figures are in general show herein as reported. Where there is some doubt as to the accuracy of the reported figures, their veri- 
fication is requested, and the fact that they have been so questioned is indicated by the symbol (!). 


MORBIDITY DATA 

In this report admission rates are shown for all causes (disease and injury) combined, for all diseases combined, for injuries 
and for a few specific diseases. These rates are presented on an annual basis to facilitate comparisons with corresponding rates in 
annual and monthly reports. Such annual rates of admission indicate the number of admissions per thousand mean strength which would 
occur over a year's time if the current week's experience continued for a year. 

The report also shows the number of cases of the more common communicable and certain other diseases of special interest. 
Appended is a list of cases reported for the rarer communicable and certain other diseases. 

The number of patients remaining in hospital at the end of the week per thousand strength as given in this report furnishes an 
approximation to the current non-effective rate. The mean number of non-effectives per thousand strength is given in the summary 
table for the total United States and for each of the Service Commands. 


STATIONS WITH HIGHEST MORBITITY RATES 

nelude e report is a e listing the stations (having a strength of 5000 or over) with the highest morbidity rates 
from all causes, from all diseases combined, from injuries and from a few specific diseases. Not infrequently, the excessively high 
rates of admission for all causes and for all diseases combined reported from reception centers reflect a large number of venereal 
disease cases among newly inducted men. Therefore, more significant of high morbidity from disease are the rates of admission for 
disease excluding venereal infections existing prior to induction, which rates are also shown in the table. 


HOSPITALIZATION DATA 

rrent hospitalization conditions are presented in terms of bed capacity (normal and total), beds occupied and beds “available 
vacant." The number of beds "available vacant" is defined as 80% of the total bed capacity less the corresponding beds occupied. 
The number of beds “available vacant" for each Service Command is the total of the beds "available vacant" for only those stations in 
which 80% of the total bed capacity exceeds the beds occupied. Beds currently reported as “expansion beds" and beds in dispensaries, 
convalescent facilities, venereal disease facilities, and college or university training units are not included in this report. 

In the case of general hospitals there are show, in addition, the number of Army patients admitted and disposed of during the 
week (by death, return to duty, transfer, or otherwise), the number of such patients remaining in hospital (including convalescent 
facilities,if any) at the end of the week, and corresponding data for battle casualties. Where the hospital has convalescent 
facilities, the letters. (CF) appear after its name. The patients "otherwise" disposed of represent for the most part discharges on 
account of disability. In the case of Army battle casualties, all of which are currently admitted to general hospitals in this 
country as transfers, there is shown for each hospital the net number transferred during the week; i.e., admissions by transfer less 
dispositions by transfer. The total for the country as a whole represents the number of battle casualties evacuated to the United 
States from overseas theaters. 


EXPLANATORY MATTER 
reading the detail tables, it should be borne in mind that admission rates based on small numbers of cases are not reliable. 
For this reason the symbol (?) is placed after admission rates computed on the basis of 5 or fewer cases. 
Where part or all of the current week's data for a particular station has not been received, the latest available figures are 
evubstituted therefor and the symbol (#) is placed after the name of the station. 
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WEEK ENDING 18 DECEMBER 19),3 
COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS — 


CURRENT MORBIDITY IN TNE CONTINENTAL UNITED § STATES AS A WHOLE { 

s indicate the charts on pages 3 and 4, the outbreak of influenza passed its peak among Army personnel during the week ending 
18 December 193 and the rate of admissions from colds, influenza, etc. was reported at 593 per thousand per year for that week 2s com- 
pared with a rate of 631 per thousand for the week ending 11 December 1943. All Service Commands with the exception of the Eighth and 
Ninth (both of which had previously shown the lowest rates of admission from colds, influenza, etc.) registered decreased morbidity from | 
these causes. 

Despite this decrease, however, admissions from influenza continued to run abnormally high, as is indicated by the fact that mor- 
bidity from colds and influenza for the week ending 18 December 19)3 was about 20 pine higher than for the corresponding week of 192, 
which had registered the highest rate of admissions from colds and influenza in 1942. 

Morbidity from all forms of pneumonia continued at the rate of 20 per thousand per year, which is almost 25 percent lower than for 
the corresponding week of 192. ; 

As a result of the decrease in the admission rate from colds, influenza, etc. there were corresponding declines in morbidity from | 
all causes and from all diseases combined for the week ending 18 December 193. The all causes rate was reported at 1110 per thousand 
per year and the all diseases rate at 102 per thousand, both being about 10 percent above the rates for the corresponding week in 192. 
The admission rate from injury continued low at less than 80 per thousand. 


VARIATIONS IN MORBIDITY BY SERVICE COMMAND 

As mentioned above only the Eighth and Ninth Service Commands registered higher morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. for the week 
ending 18 December 1943. Sharp increases in morbidity from these causes were reported from the Eighth. and Ninth Service Commands much 
later than from the other Service Commands. For the week ending 11 December 193 the admission rates from colds, influenza, etc. in | 
these Commands were both under )|50 per thousand per year or below their high points reached in the early months of 193, but during the 
week ending 18 December the morbidity from these causes increased to almost 500 per thousand in the Eighth Service Command (which was 
still below the high point reached in January 19),3) and to over 575 per thousand in the Ninth Service Command (which was the highest rate} — 
reported in 19)3). . ; 

In this connection it is noteworthy that the Fourth Service Command also recently experienced morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. | 
no higher than it reported in January 19],3. For the week ending 11 December the Fourth Service Command showed an admission rate from | 
these causes of nearly 525 per thousand per year, which rate dropped to about 25 per thousand for the week ending 18 December 193, the | 
lowest rate currently reported from any Service Command. 

The largest decreases in the admission rates from colds, influenza, etc. were reported by the Fifth, Sixth, and Third Service 
Commands and the Military District of Washington, all of which were among those reporting the highest morbidity. during the week ending 
1l December. Only the Second Service Command and the Military District of Washington have continued to show morbidity from these causes 
in excess of 1000 per thousand per year. 

Because of their very high rates of admission from colds, influenza, Bie. the Second and Seventh Service Commands and the Military. 
District of Washington all reported morbidity from all causes in exeess of 1500 per thousand per year. The Fourth and Eighth Service, 
Commands were the only ones to show morbidity from all causes under 1000 per thousand. 

Five of the six stations showing the highest morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. during the week cnding 18 December were not 
among those reporting the highest morbidity from these causes for the preceding week. 


CURRENT HOSPITALIZATION CONDITIONS 
e tota capacity increased slightly during the week to nearly 358,000 on 18 December 19);3, while the beds See decreased | 
to about 198,000. The number of “available vacant" beds increased to nearly 90,000. There were 58 stations with a bed capacity of more 
than 30,000 which had no "available vacant" beds; among them were 12 general hospitals with a bed capacity of 17,000 beds. 
On 18 December there were 1680 cases of malaria remaining under treatment, all but 16 of which were presumably acquired outside of 
the United States. The number of neuropsychiatric cases remaining under treatment at the end of the week was reported at 15,307. 
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MANINGITIS (OTHER FOIUS) 
(6) 


1-Geo. % Meade, Ft., hed. 
l-Walter Reed G.H., D.C. 
1-Knox, Ft., Ky. 
1-Chaffee Fld., Ark. 
2-Howze, Cn., Tex.- 


MENINGITIS PNEUMCCOCCIC 
(1) 


l-Hamilton, Ft., N. Y. 


LYMPHOCYTIC MENINGITIS 
(1) 


1-Greensboro,AAFTTC, N.C 


RESTRICTED 


DIPETHERIA (3) 


2-Wolters, Cp., Tex. 
1-Stoneman, Cp., Calif. 


TYPHUS FEVER (6) 


l-Barrancas, Ft., Fla. 
1-Jackson, Ft., S.C. 
1-Keesler Fld., ifiss. 
l-Rucker, Cp., Alaa, 
1-Randoloh, Fld., Tex. 
1-Worth, Ft., Tex. 


TYPHOID FEVER 


2-Lexington, Va. 
l-Warianrs, AAT, Fla. 
1-Pueblo, AAB, Colo, 


ENCEPHALITIS (1 


1-New Orleans, PoE, La. 


UNDULANT FEVER 


1-Sill, 7., Okla. 
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POLIOMYELITIS (2) 


l-Adair, Cp., Oregon 


1 


INTEREST 


JAUNDICH (44) 


1-Hamilton, Ft., Ne Y. 
1-Kilmer, Cp., N.J. 
1-Shanks, Cpes Ne Ye 
1-Story, t., Va. 
3-Benning, Ft., Ga. 
l-Gordon, Cp., Ww. 
1-Gulfport, Fld., Miss. 
2-Hunter, Fld., Ga. 
4-Jackson, Ft., oka Cs 
1-Keesler, Fld., Miss. 
4-Uaxwell, Fld., Ala. 
1-McCain, Cp., Miss. 
2-Shelby, Cp., liss. 
1-Tyndall, Fld., Fla. 
1-Atterbury, Cp., Ind. 


1-Preckinridge, Cp., Ky» 
1-Leonard Wood, Ft., ifo. 


l-Lowry, Flc., Colo. 
1-Bliss, Ft., Tex. 
5-Claiborne, Cp., Li. 
1-Kelly, Fld., Tex. 
l1-Livingston, Cp., La. 
1-Polk, Cp., La. 
4-Sill, It., Okla. 
2-Victorville, Calif. 
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1-Ord, Ft., Calif. 
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COCCIDIOIDOMYCOSIS (43) 


2-Pickett, Cp., Vae 
1-Gardner, Fld., Calif. 
15-Haan, Cp., Calif. 
l-Luke, Fld, Ariz. 
l1-Marana, Cali*. 
1-Minter, Fld., Calif. 
ll-Roberts, Co., Calif. 
2-Santa Anna, Calif. 
1-William3, Fld., Ariz. 
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7-Calif.—sAriz., Maneuve 

Area 


Delayed R tss 
Week ending 12/11 


~Davis-Monthan, Fld., 
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FOR THE FOUR WEEK PERIOD ENDING 27 NOV. 1943 
COMMENT ON RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 


NATURE OF THE DATA 

. The data of this supplementary report, like those of the iieekly Health Reports, have been taken from Forms 86ab rendered weekly to 
the Office of The Surgeon General by every hospital and separate dispensary in the continental United States. However, unlike the 
Weekly Health Reports which are compiled on the basis of figures as received, so as to place the information in circulation at the 
earliest possible time, the figures here presented for the four week period ending 27 November 193 include the great majority of the 
corrected reports as well as reports received too late to be incorporated in the Weekly Reports. 

This supplementary report includes morbidity data for all individual stations with a strength of 1,000 or over. It gives details 
for admissions from venereal diseases and for neuropsychiatric cases. As indicated below, the admissions shown for neuropsychiatric 
cases represent in effect the total admissions, that is admissions by transfer as well as direct admissions. 

On pages 33 and 34 there are presented charts showing the morbidity trends for specified diseases during 192 and 1943. On pages 
36 to 69 appear the data for individual stations while on page 35 is the summary for the United States as a whole and for the Service 
Commands. On paes 70 and 71 the six stations with the highest rates of admission during the four week period ending 27 November 193 
are shown for the various morbidity categories. 

In reading the detailed tables, it should be borne in mind that admission rates based on small numbers of cases are not reliable. 
For this reason the symbol "?" has been placed after rates computed on the basis of 5 or fewer cases. 


MORBIDITY FROM ALL CAUSES: DISEASE AND INJURY 

During the four week period ending 27 November 19,3, the admission rates from all causes and from all diseases combined rose 
slightly from the very low level which had prevailed during October 1943. This rise reflected a somewhat late but very sharp increase 
in admissions from colds, influenza, etc., which set in the latter part of November. The admission rates from all causes and from all 
diseases combined for November 193 were about 7 percent lower than those for November 192, chiefly because morbidity from respiratory 
causes was some ],0 percent lower, despite the sharp increase in admissions towards the end of the month. The admission rate from 
injury decreased for the fourth consecutive month to the relatively low level of 77 per year per thousand strength, the lowest rate 
since January 19),3. 

In contrast with October, the admission rates for November 193 from all causes and from all diseases combined varied considerably 
as between the several Service Commands. The First Service Command had the lowest rates, about 20 percent below those for thé contin- 
ental United States as a whole, while the Sixth Service Command had the highest rates, about 30 percent higher than the total United 
States rate. The Second, Fourth, Eighth, and Ninth Service Commands all had injury admission rates of about 80 per year per thousand 
so that the rate for the total United States was also quite close to this level since these four Service Commands make up over 70 per- 
cent of the total strength; the other Service Commands had slightly lower rates, with only the Military District of Washington being 
markedly lower. 


RESPIRATORY DISEASES 
e admission rate from colds, influenza, etc. for the four weeks ending 27 November 1943 rose to more than 150 per year per 

thousand strength in contrast with the level of slightly less than 100 per thousand which had prevailed since June. Even for the week 
ending 27 November 193 the admission rate from colds, influenza, etc. was below the rate for the corresponding period in 192. The 
outbreak of influenza which began to manifest itself at the end of November is only slightly reflected in the rate for November, but 
will obviously have considerable affect on the December rate. All Service Commands except the Eighth showed sizeable increases in the 
morbidity from colds, i: fluenza, etc. The highest rate recorded was in the Sixth Service Command where morbidity more than tripled as 
compared with October. 

Morbidity from pneumonia (including atypical) was somewhat higher in November than in October, although the relative increase in 
the rate (about 15 percent) was considerably less than that for colds, influenza, etc. In November the highest morbidity from pneu- 


| monia was experienced in the Sixth and Seventh Service Commands which showed rates of about 20 per thousand, or almost double the rate 
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for the United States as a whole; in contrast the Eighth and Ninth Service Commands had the lowest rates of less than 8 per thousand. 
As in recent months atypical pneumonia has continued to represent almost one-half of the total pneumonia cases in the United States. 
This proportion however has varied considerably by Service Command; thus in the First and Sixth Service Commands atypical pneumonia 
has accounted for about 60 percent of all cases and in the Military District of Washington for about 75 percent of the cases; in the 
Third, Seventh, ‘and Eighth Service Commands the proportion has been only about 30 percent. ; 
DIARRHEA AND DYSENTERY 

Morbidity from diarrhea and dysentery continued to show the normal seasonal decline, being reported in November at less than 9 per 
thousand stren;th for the United States as a whole, wnich was a decline of about 10 percent from October. Morbidity from this cause 
was highest in the First, Second, and Seventh Service Commands, all of which had rates of about 13 per thousand as a result of several — 
minor outbreaks, mostly among colleze and university training units. 


VENEREAL DISEASES 

The admission rate from all venereal diseases combined, excluding EPTI cases, remained at the same level in November as it had 
been in October but somewhat higher than during the early part of 1943. As in previous months, gonorrhea made up the great majority 
(about 75 percent) of the total morbidity from venereal diseases. The First Service Command and the Military District of Washington 
had morbidity from venereal disease excluding EPTI about 35 percent below that for the United States as a whole, while the Second 
Service Command, as in previous months, had the highest rate. 

The morbidity represented by venereal EPTI cases was. reported in Wovember at 28 per year per thousand strength, the highest rate 
recorded so far, and is attributable to the increasingly larger number of selectees with venereal diseases coming up for induction. 
The highest morbidity due to venereal EPTI cases occurs in the Second, Fifth, and Sixth Service Commands. The variations in morbidity 
rates for venereal EPTI cases by Service Command have little significance because they reflect in part different zeographical distri- 
bution of the Army relative to that of selectees, different proportions of white and colored inductees, different venereal disease 
treatment facilities, and varying administrative practices. 

The morbidity from all venereal diseases combined, including EPTI cases, has shown a continuous upward trend since the beginning 
of 1943, reaching a new high of 5) per thousand strength in November as a result of the increase in EPTI cases. 


NSUROPSYCHIATRIC DISORDERS 

The reported rate of total admissions from neuropsychiatric disorders decreased somewhat from the level prevailing in the previous 
three months but was still well above the rates prevailing prior to July. The decline from October was principally attributable to a 
lower rate of admission for open ward cases. 

It should be noted that the reported rate of total admissions from neuropsychiatric disorders overstates the actual morbidity from 
these causes to the extent that cases admitted to a station hospital and then transferred to a general hospital ( or in some instances 
to another station hospital) are in many instances counted twice. The rate of total admissions from neuropsychiatric disorders for the 
country as a whole excluding general hospitals was only 25 per year per thousand strength in contrast with a rate of 2 per thousand 
when general hospitals are included. Because of the unequal distribution of general hospitals as between Service Commands, the vari- 
ations in the rate of total admissions by Service Command are not very significant. 

Beginning in December, general hospitals have been instructed to report neuropsychiatric cases so as to make possible the exclusion 
of cases transferred in computing the morbidity rate from these causes. It is believed that with such revised reporting it will be 
possible to present a proper measure of morbidity from neuropsychiatric disorders for the month of December and to recompute the data 
for past months. The revised Form 86ab which is to be put into effect in the near future provides for the separate reporting of 
neurojsychiatric admissions as between direct admissions and transfers. 


N#ASLES, MUMPS, AND SCARLET FEVER 

The admission rates for these causes have continued on the relatively low levels expected in November. More than half of the 
cases of measles were in the Fourth Service Command, of which about 35 percent were at Fort Benning, Ga. The morbidity rate for 
scarlet fever in November, although low as compared with the peak experienced in the winter and spring mohths, was double that for 
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October, with most Service Commands showing significant increases. 


MENINGITIS 
n November the morbidity from this cause was at the relatively low level of .3 per thousand strength, the same as in the preced- 
ing two months and well below the epidemic levels reached in the early part of this year. 


RHEUMATIC FEVER 

° ty from rheumatic fever in November continued on about the same level as in September and October, which was considerably 
lower than in the spring months of this year. Nevertheless, the morbidity is relatively high in contrast with that experienced during 
most of 1942, If the Seventh Service Command is excluded, the admission rate for the remainder of the country is only . per thousand, 
or about the same as the 192 level. As in October, about half of the cases reported were in the Seventh Service Command and of these 
about 40 percent were at Fort F. E. Warren, Wyo. 


TUBERCULOSIS 
Morbidity from this cause decreased slightly in November to equal that for July 1943, being the lowest rate reported during the 
past two years. 


MALARIA 

Morbidity from malaria acquired in the United States showed the expected seasonal decline, with the rate for November being only 
el per year per thousand strength. On the other hand, malaria presumably acquired outside of the United States showed an admission 
rate of 2.0 per thousand, the highest yet recorded. Whereas malaria acquired in the United States is chiefly concentrated in the 


Fourth, Eighth and Ninth Service Commands, that acquired overseas is fairly uniformly distributed as between the various Service 
-| Commands. 


MORTALITY 

‘The mortality rate from all causes was reported at slightly over 2 per thousand during November, which was somewhat lower than 
the rate for the preceding six month period. A decrease during November in the mortality rate from injury (which accounts for approx- 
imately 80 percent of the mortality rate from all causes) was responsible for this change. The mortality from disease registered the 
low rate of .7 per thousand strength or about the same as during the two preceding months; the death rate from disease of less than 
half a death per thousand prevailing during the past three months is definitely the lowest ever attained. All service commands 
showed low mortality from disease, but the Military District of Washington had the relatively high rate of 2.5 per thousand strength 
due chiefly to its older age constitution. 


STATIONS WITH HIGHEST MORBIDITY 

A number of smaller stations with strength under 5,000 showed rather high morbidity rates in November. Among these were 
Arlington, Calif. (high on all causes because of venereal EPTI), Los Angeles City College, Calif. (high on all causes, all diseases 
combined, colds, influenza, etc., and injury), Presidio of Monterey, Calif. (high on all causes because of venereal EPTI), and Fort 
Douglas, Utah (high on all causes because of venereal EPTI, colds, influenza, etc., and scarlet fever). 

Very high rates of admission for mumps in Camp Abbot, Ore., for scarlet fever in Fort Douglas, Utah, for rheumatic fever in Ft. 
F.E. Warren, Wyo., for syphilis and "other" venereal diseases at Ft. Clark, Texas, and for gonorrhea at Hensley Field, Texas were 
registered in November as well as in October. In November Hampton Roads Port of Embarkation, Va. reported the extremely high rate of 
admissions of 200 per year per thousand from syphilis. 
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